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THE WORKS OF GOD, AN IMPORTANT STUDY.
A
SERMON,




PASTORAL CARE OF THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN WELLS,
(district of MAINE.)
BT ASA BURTON, D. D.
PASTOR OF THE CHURCH IN THETFORD, VERMONT.
ALL THY WORKS SHALL PRAISE THEE O LORD—
KENNEBUNK, MAINE, 




But Jesus answered them, my father worketh hitherto, and I 
WORK.
Creatures have no knowledge of the 
views, feelings and charafters of intelligent beings, but 
what they obtain by paternal, vifible figns. Words and 
aftions are the signs by which invifible things are made 
known to finite minds. God has revealed his charafter, 
his counfels, and defigns, by words and aftions. The 
works of creation and providence are the acts of Jehovah, 
and the Bible contains the words he has fpoken. By 
thefe aftions and words he fpeaks to us. We hear his 
voice. Hence God has publiflied three volumes for the 
inftruftion of mankind ; the work of creation is one, the 
works of providence another, and his holy word the oth­
er. From thefe all our knowledge is derived.
Thefe facred volumes gofpel minifters ought to ftudy. 
For it is the work which they are called to explain, and 
enforce the truth they contain. Natural philofophy ex­
plains the material creation, its properties, its efiablifh- 
ed laws, with their influence, and the efleft they produce.
Metaphyfics is that philofophy, which teaches the na­
ture, properties, operations, and laws, which appertain to 
immaterial, fpiritual, intelligent beings. Divinity ex­
hibits to view the charafter of God, the mediator Chrifl; 
Jefus, the charafter of man, and every other truth im­
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portant for us to know, which is contained in either of 
the volumes God has publifhed. Accordingly if minif- 
ters have not more or lefs knowledge of natural philofo- 
phy, metaphyfics, and divinity, they .have not the quali­
fications, which are neceffary, to teach all the truths at­
tached to their profeffion. An acquaintance with the 
works of creation, will enable them to confute the Athe- 
ift, and demonftrate the being, and perfections of God. 
If well verled in the volume of providence, they can an- 
fwer the numerous objections, which infidels often make 
againft the character and government of God. And by 
a knowledge of the Bible they can teach the fallen race of 
man what they muft believe and do, to obtain eternal life.
And a knowledge of the works of providence i§ as really 
neceffary to make good divines, as a knowledge of thofe 
truths taught in the word of God. Indeed all the fen- 
timents contained in the Bible are only parts of that grand 
fcheme of operation, which God in his providence is un­
folding to our view. As almoft every fubjeCt adapted 
to fuch an occafion, as the prefent has been repeatedly 
difcuffed, may not the utility of a knowledge of the 
works of providence in the gofpel miniftry, be more for 
our edification and inftruftion, fince it is a fubjeCt lefs 
frequently invcftigated. This is the fubjeCt the text 
prefects to view.
The Lord Jefus healed the impotent man, who lay 
at the pool of Bethelda, on the fabbath. The Jews, his 
enemies, confidered this a profanation of the fabbath for 
which he ought in their view to be put to death. There­
fore did the Jews perfecute Jefus, and fought to flay 
him, becaufe he had done thefe things on the fabbath day. 
Our Lord juRifled himfelf by the example of God his 
Father. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Here 
our Savior reprefents the Father as conftantly working, on 
the fabbath as well as other days. The works here in­
tended are not thofe of creation ; for they were finifhed 
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in fix days; but the works of providence, are a feries 
of events, that began as foon as creation was completed, 
and will continue to the end of time.
This world is the grand theatre upon which thefe 
works are exhibited. And could we trace the events 
back, which have occafioned the prefent affembly, we 
fhould find them connefled with the firft link in the 
incomprehenfible plan of Jehovah. And we may feel 
allured that the events of this day will effect our ftate of 
exiflence through endlefs ages. By a careful attention 
to the fubjeft of divine providence we may fee it is not 
unadapted to this folemn occafion. A brief explanation 
and illuftration of it will be attempted by a number of 
particular obfervations.
ift. The works of providence imply two things, an 
agent conftantly operating, and the effects produced.
The works of providence are a feries of events produ­
ced by an independent efficient agent. This agent is 
God. His agency is continually operating in preferving 
all things in exiflence, in fupplying every want, in gov­
erning and directing all things in the wifeft and beft. 
manner. The agency of God in the natural world is 
clearly expreffed in luch paffiiges as the following. Thou 
makeft darknefs, and it is night; he caufeth the grafs 
to grow for cattle and herbs for the fervice of man ■, he 
watereth the hills from his chambers. The fcriptures, 
teach his agency in the moral world in thefe paflages. 
The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers 
of water he turneth it whitherfoever he will ; a man’s 
heart devifeth his way, but the Lord direfieth his fteps. 
His agency is alfo umverfal. This is taught by our Lord. 
Are not two fparrows fold for one farthing ? And one 
of them fhall not fall on the ground without your Father. 
The very hairs of your head are all numbered. And of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things, to 
whom be glory forever, When the minifters of God 
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would have their hearers feel, that he is ever prefent with 
them, they muft teach them, that the motion of their 
lungs, and the circulation of their blood, are the effefts 
of his agency. That in him they live, move and have 
their being. Hence God is here, prefent with every 
individual in this aflembly. We may all fay, thou God 
feeft me.
2d. And all rational, defigning agents, muft have fome 
ultimate end in view, in all their operations.
The objeft which is fought on its own account, and 
not for the fake of fomething beyond it more valuable, is an 
ultimate end. Hence, if we afted without any ultimate 
end in vew, we fhould be doing one thing for the fake of 
another without ever arriving to any final period. This 
would be to aft without any aim or defign. For de- 
fign neceflarily implies fome ultimate end.
Hence God, who is a moral agent, aims at fome ulti­
mate objeft in all his operations. He certainly does not 
aim at the increafe of his own attributes, or bieflednefs ; 
for thefe are infinite and incapr ’ of any increafe. But 
he can difplay, communicate, or ^..ffufe them. Ar i if 
his eflential fulnefs contains all good, both nat'ofd. rod 
moral, then a perfect diffufion of it is the higheft good 
which can be produced. May we not, then, win. pro­
priety fay, that the higheft poffible commurica’!'- and 
ifpnfi t inn of God’s eflential lulnels is the higheft .. t d, 
which can be obtained, and of courfe his ultnoate er d in 
ill his operations ? This is making himfelf, or a commu­
nication of himfelf, his ultimate objeft. This agrees 
with his word, which makes his glory his end, and which 
aflerts that all things are of him and through him, and 
to him, who is blefled forever. He has but one ulti­
mate end. This is the higheft diffufion of his own ful- 
nefs, at which he aimed in the creation of the world, in 
all the events he has fince produced, or ever will produce 
through eternity. He has the fame end tin view in the 
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condemnation of unbelievers, he has in the falvation of 
believers.
By making this evident, miniflers fhow their hearers, 
that God is perfectly holy, and wife in all the aCts of his 
univerfal government, and has the fame end in view in 
all his works. It is on this ground only they can vindi­
cate his character and government. On this fubjeCt 
they ought to preach frequently, and refleCt the molt 
clear, and convincing light to view, to filence gainfayers, 
and confute the objections of infidels.
3d. All the works of God are only means and inftru- 
ments by which he attains his ultimate end.
He always works by means,except in the production 
of miraculous events. All the works of creation are u- 
fed as means in the production of providential events. 
The fun, which warms the earth, the clouds, which wa­
ter it, are the caufe of vegetation, and the prefervation of 
life. By water he drowned the old world, and by fire 
deftroyed Sodom. F lies, lightning, hail, and other parts 
of creation, were the means he ufed to punifh Pharaoh, 
that haughty tyrant, and effeCt the deliverance of his 
people from cruel bondage. In thefe ways he difplayed 
his glorious power, and boundltfs goodnefs. As foon as 
God had finifhed the works of creation, he began to put 
them to thofe ufes for which they were defigned.
Again. Not only the works of creation, but one e- 
vent of providence is the caufe of another in a fucceflive 
train. The peculiar fondnefsof Jacob for his (on Jofeph, 
and his dreams, were the means of creating the hatred 
and envy of his brethren againft him. And their hatred 
led them to fell him, and occafioned his imprifonment 
in Egypt, his deliverance, and exaltation to the high of­
fice with which he was honored by Pharaoh. The fal­
vation of thoufands, while the famine in the land prevail­
ed, the removal of his father’s family into Egypt, their 
bondage, their redemption, all the judgments inflicted
8
on the Egyptians, and the miracles wrought at the red 
fea, and in the wildernefs, and all the events, which the 
Jews have experienced from that day to this, were occa­
fioned by the malignant paflions Jofeph’s brethren exer- 
cifed towards him. Innumerable inftances might be 
feleCted from the Bible to thow, that one event is the 
means of another in a connected fucceflive train.
And can the minifters of Chrift purfue any method 
better adapted to encourage their hearers to ufe appoint­
ed means, than to convince them, that God always op­
erates in this way ? If he accomplifhes all his purpofes 
by means, then they know to prolong life, they muft 
eat and drink, and to be faved, they muft repent and 
believe in Chrift. Show them, that one thing will be 
the occafion of another, this will make them give heed 
to their fteps, left they effeCt their own deftruftion.
4th. Means are wifely adapted to their refpeCtive, 
immediate ends.
All the wonders Mofes wrought in Egypt were wifely 
adapted to their refpeCtive ends. One was, to convince 
Pharaoh, that the God of the Hebrews was the only true 
God. Another was to fill the whole earth with his glo­
ry. How wifely were the dreams of Jofeph, and the 
hatred of his brethren, fuited as means to effeCt his being 
fold into Egypt, and that feries of ftupendous events, 
which followed ? If his brethren had highly efteemed 
and loved him, they would not have fold him for a bond­
man, and the great events, which followed, would never 
have had an exiftcnce. Hence their love would not have 
been a proper mean for the production of the events de* 
figned by the all wife Jehovah. Through all the works of 
God, what defign, what aftonifhing contrivance, and 
wifdom, are difplayed.
Infidels, and others, are often faying, many alterations 
might take place in the works of God, yet they would 
be equally as good and wife. Minifters by fhowing, that 
9
means are perfe&ly adapted to their refpe&ive ends, 
would remove all ground for fuch cavils and objections.
5th. The connexion of events is efpecially worthy of 
our confideration in the illuftration of this fubjedt. For 
the influence of means depends on this. If God had 
not eftablilhed a connexion between one thing and an- 
other, funthy caufes would never have produced any Mwnjari 
effeCts. If there were no connexion between a caufe '
and an effect, one thing would never produce another. 
But all the works of creation and providence are connec­
ted as links in a chain. This connexion is eftablilhed 
by Jehovah agreeably to the dictates of his wifdom and 
benevolence. He faid, let every thing bring forth ac­
cording to its kind. This word has ever been obeyed. 
With the difobedience of our fiift parents were connec­
ted an endlefs train of events. And with the feaft of 
Ahafueras, all thofe recorded in the book of Either. And 
with the death of Chrift, the falvation of all the eleCt, and
Other moft ferious events innumerable.
What aftonifhing wifdom was neceffary fo to connect, 
and arrange things, that events fo oppofite in their ten­
dency, as natural and moral good and evil are, for in­
stance, fhould terminate in the fame glorious end ulti­
mately. Poifonby its combination withotheringredients, 
inftead of producing death, is often the means of pre­
ferving life and health. And the wickednefs of the Jews, 
which tended in its nature to the final difhonor of God, 
and ruin of fouls, being connected with the death of 
Chrift, will occafion glory to God, and the falvation of 
millions. By virtue of this connexion all things, what­
ever their tendencies are, will finally promote the ever- 
lafting Glory of God, and the higheft felicity of his holy 
Kingdom. By this connexion a chain of events is form­
ed reaching from the creation of the world through time 
into a boundlefs eternity.
■Here opens to view a capacious field for the difplay
B
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of ntinifterial talents and benevolence ; in fhowing that 
all God’s works are only parts of one entire connefted 
fcheme of operation ; in fhowing how evil of every 
kind is neceffary, and will at laft, occafion the higheft 
good ; in Ihowing how all the perfections of God thine 
with relplendent brightnefs through all his works.
The works of God may be compared to a building. 
In the erection of a building reference is always had to 
its ufe or end. Then the wifdom of the architect is dis­
played in the choice of the materials, in forming, fhap- 
ing, arranging, and connecting them in fuch a manner, 
that they will perfectly anlwer his defign. God has been 
collecting materials, forming, arranging, and connecting 
them for feveral tboufand years, and his plan will not be 
fimfhed, till the day of Judgment. Then the top (tone 
will be laid and his perfections will fhine with infinite 
fplendor and brightnefs.
Again. We fee water diffufcd in drops, fprings, brooks, 
and rivers, in every part of this world. Their uniform 
motion is towards the centre. Though they run in op- 
pofite directions, yet, in their courfe, they are conftantly 
uniting, and the ftreams increafe in magnitude, the nigh- 
er they arrive to their final retting place, and, by their 
final collection, conftitute a vaft ocean of waters. The 
fea is compofed of drops.
God is the primary, independent, efficient caufe of ail 
the works of creation and providence. In this fenfe he 
is the Alpha, or beginning. Individual events, though 
fmall at the firft, like drops of water, yet by uniting, 
like drops with drops, and ftreams with ftreams, they, 
at laft, terminate in one and the fame end ultimately, 
which is the higheft diffufion of his own fulnefs. In 
this fenfe he is Omega, or the end for which all things 
were made. For of him, and through him, and to him, 
arc all things, God bleffed forever.
Indeed it appears very evident, that the great objeft
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at which God aims in all his works is the collection of a 
fociety in heaven, which fhall, in all refpeCts, referable 
himfelf. This fentiment is clearly taught by our Savior 
in his prayer the night in which he was betrayed. He 
prayed, that his chofen might be one, as he and the fa­
ther are one.
This fociety will be compofed of faints and Angels. 
They will {efemble God in knowledge, in benevolence, 
and bleflednefs. To this fociety he will make a perfeCt 
communication of himfelf. They will all partake of his 
fulnefs. Their endleflly increafing felicity is the greateft 
created good. And in the purity, beauty, felicity, and 
glory of this fociety all his views centre, all his works ter­
minate. Hence he fays, whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
life, or death, or things prefent, or things to come, 
all are yours. And of Chrift it is faid, he is made 
head over all things to the church. And when all, who 
are to be members of this fociety, are gathered together 
in heaven, and made perfectly holy and happy, then his 
end will be obtained, and his works will be finifhed. 
Then this heavenly hoft will forever refleCt the brighteft 
glories of the Godhead. To them his fulnefs is commu­
nicated. And the higheft communication of his fulnefs 
is the brighteft difplay of his glory, the higheft diffufion 
of his bleflednefs, and the greateft, created good. To 
this end all things, by an eftablifhed connexion, tend ; 
and in this they will finally iflue under the directing 
hand of Jehovah. x
From the view we have taken of the works of provi­
dence, fo far as our time will permit, we have realon to 
cry, Oh Lord, how manifold are thy works, in wifdom 
haft thou made them all.
IMPROVEMENT.
The fubjeCt furnifhes matter for a variety of reflec­
tions and remarks. Only a few of them will be noticed ; 
and briefly illuftrated.
ift. What do the volumes, which reveal God’s eter­
nal plan of operation, feparately teach us ? From the 
volume of creation we iearn how many different ranks, 
and grades of beings God defigned to create. From the 
volume of providence we learn what events he determin­
ed fhould have exiflence. The whole of this volume, 
however, will not be completed, till the wheels of provi­
dence (hall ceafe to roll. The facred volume reveals the 
fchemc of falvation in all its parts. Thefe reflect light 
upon each other, and prefent to view an unbounded 
field for ftudy, and the improvement of the minds of all, 
who delight in God. Thefe gofpel minifters ought to 
ftudy with careful and prayerful attention. For they 
contain that fyftem ol divinity, which it is their duty to 
Unfold and teach their hearers.
and. The works of God do not contain more nor left 
parts, than are neceffary in a perfeit plan.
Some object and fay, many parts of the creation might 
be annihilated, and many events of providence are need- 
lefs. Every particle of duft, and drop of water, is not 
neceffary. Many things might be (pared without any 
damage to the divine plan. But this is an error.
The earth is compofed of particles. If one might be 
Spared, for the fame reafon, why not another, ard anoth­
er, until the whole material fyftem is annihilated.
The ocean is compofed of drops. If one may be an­
nihilated, why not, for the lame reafon, another and an­
other, till it is exhaufted ? Who can fay, how many 
parts may be deftroyed, and no more ? And, if one e- 
vent viewed fingly, is not neceffary, with equal reafon, 
every event, feparately confidered might be pronounced 
needlefs. But a perfectly wife governor would nut form 
a plan, which would contain too few, or too many parts. 
Would any of you, if you knew exactly how many ma­
terials were requifite in a building to anfwer your end, 
collect a greater or lets number, than was neceffary ? If
*3
you did, would it not evince a deficiency in knowledge, 
or in power, or in goodnefs ? Is God fo perfeft, that he 
cannot err, nor do wrong ? Then we muft believe, that 
every part ol his works is neceffary. For a deficiency, 
or redundancy, would argue imperfeftion.
Then to vindicate the charafter of God, Chrift’s min- 
ifters fhould be able to fhow, that every hair, every fpar- 
row, and every event, which takes place, is neceffary to 
the perfeft attainment of God’s ultimate end. This 
they may argue from the perfeftion of his charafter.
3d. This lubjeft reproves thole, who cenfure the gov­
ernment of God.
Some fay the divine plan would have been more per-, 
feft, if natural and moral evil had never exifted. This 
is implicitly faying, it is imperfeft. On what ground do 
they determine the divine plan and government are not 
perfeft? Do they infer it from his charafter ? No. For 
a perfeft charafter cannot err. Do they learn it from 
his holy word ? No. For that fays, bis work is perfeft. 
Do they infer it from a view of his plan in all its parts, 
relations, connexions, and dependencies ? No. For 
this implies fuch a compiehenfive view of it, as to fc$ 
clearly that the final termination of his plan would have 
been far better, if evil bad never exifted. But this view?, 
infinitely exceeds any created capacities. Then their 
judgment is premature, and rafli.
A child fees a father colleft a great quantity of mate­
rials, and caft them into a promifcuous heap, without 
any regard to order or arrangement. The child cannot 
fee, how thefe materials can anfwer any valuable pur- 
pofe. He therefore accufes his father of weaknefs and 
folly. In this cafe he ought to lufpend his judgment, 
if he have not confidence in his father’s wifdom, until 
the work defigned is finifhed.
God is now collecting materials, arranging and con- 
peftirig them with a defign to ereft a temple to the gio- 
u
ry of his name. And this building will not be finifhed 
till the day of Judgment. Thofe, then, who are not 
now convinced of its perfection, neither from the char­
acter of God, nor from his declarations, ought to wait, 
till the top ftone is laid. Then infpeCt the whole work 
in all its parts and connexions, and form their Judgment. 
And to judge of his work, while in an unfimlhed flate, 
without any regard to the perfection of his character, or 
the declarations of his word, manifefts great ignorance, 
and wickednefs of heart.
Chiift’s death was a natural evil. And crucifying him 
was a moral evil. When we view thofe evils as neceffa­
ry to the falvation of millions, were they not requifite in 
the divine plan ? And who can fay, that every evil is 
not equally neceffary to reach the end at which wifdom 
and benevolence unitedly aim r Inftead of Judging pre­
maturely and rafhly, it becomes men to feel their no- 
thingnefs, and to admire and adore the perfections of 
God, which (hine with fufficient luftre through all his 
works to filence every objection, and murmur.
4th. Are God’s works great and manifold? From 
this we infer the greatnefs of Jehovah.
What are elegant cities, what are lofty pyramids, what 
are the greateft, and mod magnificent works of man 
compared with the works of God ? There is more wif­
dom difplayed in the lily, which adorns the valleys, and 
in the grafs, which cloaths the meadows in green attire, 
than in the mod magnificent works of men. The fliuc- 
ture of a lily is beyond the power and wildom of man.
When we refleCt, what a vaft number of materials 
were connected in the temple Solomon built ; with what 
art they were fliaped, and joined together ; the number 
of hands employed ; the length of time it required to fin- 
ifh it ; its coftlinefs and magnificence ; we are ready to 
lay, what a ftupendous fabric. We admire the work.
And when we confider, the innumerable events of
1$
providence, which are only parts of one entire work ; the 
wifdom ddplayed in their arrangement and connexion ; 
that each pei fon in the holy Trinity has an affigned part 
in it ; that men and Angels have been employed as in- 
ftruments in it, and nearly fix thoufand years have been 
fpent in finifhing it; yet it is not completed ; the moft 
glorious parts, according to prophecy, are ftill to be con­
nected ; what reafon we have to admire and adore the 
greatnefs of its Author. All the works of men, compar­
ed with it, dwindle into nothing. They are loft, like a 
drop, when caft into the ocean.
When minifters prelent to the view of their hearers 
the ftupendous works of God, and his incomprehenfible 
plan of operat ion, in what way can they imprefs on their 
minds more deeply a fenfeof his infinite greatnefs ? Or 
teach them more effectually to adore and reverence his 
name ? Or make them feel more fenfibly their own 
nothingnefs ? Or make them cry out with more pro­
found awe, all the inhabitants of the earth are grafshop- 
pers in his fight ? They are nothing, and lefs tlian noth­
ing and vanity.
Furthermore. This fubjeCl leads all to refleCt on the 
univerfal agency, and prefence of Jehovah. All events 
are directed by his unerring hand. Not one hair falls 
to the ground without his notice. And events are tak­
ing place in every world, and in every part of every world, 
at the fame time. Then his agency, and prefence muft 
be univerfal.
This truth the minifters of God (hould teach with 
fuch clearnefs and energy, as to make their hearers fay, 
whither (hall we go from his prefence ? Into heaven ? 
He is there ; difplaying his boundiefs love and grace. In­
to hell ? He is there ; he is there manifeftirg his awful 
wrath. Shall we go unto the uttermoft parts of the 
earth? He muft conduCt our flight. No, we cannot 
fhun his prefence. He is here. How awful is this place.
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This is none other, than the houfe of God, and this the 
gate of heaven. Shall we dare to be inattentive, or drow- 
fy, or to trifle in the prefence of God ? When he is 
fpeaking to us by his minifters from heaven ? And when 
we refled: that before his folemn bar we may be fuddenly 
called to receive our eternal deftination ?
51h■. We learn from this fubjeCt, that God makes 
great ufe of the paflions of men in the government of 
the world.
Did not the hatred, and envy of Jofeph’s brethren 
give rife to an aftonifhing feries of events ? Did not 
Pharaoh’s pride occafion his awful overthrow in the red 
fea ? Had he been humble, he would not have fought 
againft God. It was the envy of Korah and his compa­
ny, which caufed their dreadful end. Did not Abfa- 
lom’s pride lead him on to death ? Did not Ahitho* 
phel’s pride ftimulate him to commit fuicide ? What 
was the means of Vafhti’s divorcement, but her haughti- 
nefs ? Or of Haman’s fhameful end, but his pride, and 
enmity againft the Jews ? The pride and envy of the 
great men of Babylon againft Daniel caufed him to be 
caft into the den of lions, and terminated in their own 
deftruCtion. As we are taught, that pride goeth before 
deftruCtion, and an haughty fpirit before a fall, fo we find 
with this faCts correfpond.
Does not this fhow impreffively how important it is 
for the watchmen of Zion to teach men, that their paf- 
fions ought to be under the government of God, and 
thofe, which are finful, will, unfefs fubdued, effeCt their 
ruin. If men believed this, they would no more feed 
their pride, nor indulge anger, envy, revenge, or any 
other finful paffion, than they would feed a viper in their 
bofom. No, they would realize the importance of being 
born again and cultivating thofe holy affections, which 
prepare them for endlefs felicity.
6th. Are all events connected ? Then not one is un-
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intcrefting, or trifling in its tendency. The leaft: event 
has great influence in the fcheme of Jehovah. This our 
Lord taught, when he faid, the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Men are prone to view eating fruit, dreams, 
filent murmuring*, partaking of a feaft, and many oth­
er events, to be of no conlcquence. But this is not 
learned from the Bible. Serioufly confider, what great 
and lafting events were connected with our firft parents’ 
eating a little fruit ; with Jofcph’s dreams; with the 
reaft of Ahafuerus; with the murmurings of the Jews 
in the wildernefs. No events are trifling in their nature. 
For they are conneded as links in a chain, by virtue of 
which the leaft may be followed by thofe, which will af- 
feCt our ftates forever.
Then let the meflengers of the Lord teach men, that 
playing and trifling in the houfe of God, vain difeourfe, 
and worldly thoughts on the fabbath, and all their views, 
feelings, words, and actions, from day to day, will affeCt 
their future, endlefs Rate ofexiftence. Show them how 
a mote, or one drop of poifonous liquid, may occafiora 
the death of an Emperor, and the downfall of an Em­
pire. Show them, if God had connected the ruin of 
kingdoms with a finglc with, we might by wifhing as 
eafilv effeCt their overthrow, as fpeak a word, and arrefl 
the fun in its courfe as Jpihua did, when he faid. fun, 
(land thou ftill upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the val­
ley of Ajalon. With a fenfe of this truth, who can. 
be vain ? Who will neglect watching, and praying, 
that all things may work for his good ? Who will feel 
fafe, except he ab'de under the fhadow of the wings of 
the Almighty ? Who would not feel lerious as death, 
when he r< fleeted, that all things, even the muft trifling 
word, were preparing him for heaven, or for hell ?
7th. This fubjeift contains abundant matter of Joy 
to the people of God. c
They have his infallible promife, that all things fhall 
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work together for their good. When their enemies rife 
againft them, as Pharaoh did againft the Jews, as Abfa- 
lomdid againft David, as Haman did againlt Mordecai, 
as the princes of Babylon did againft Daniel, as the Jews 
and Romans did againft the Lord of glory, God will 
caufe their malicious fchemes to prove a mean of their 
deftruCtion, and a mean ot falvation to bis people. The 
righteous are ever fate. The government of God aims 
at their eternal felicity. If darknefs prevail, loon you 
will falute the dawnings of an eternal day. If your ene­
mies prevail againft you, the day is nigh, when you will 
forever triumph over them. If tempefts rage, they will 
waft you to the haven of eternal reft. Then rejoice, that 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.
Sth. But, on the other hand, the enemies of God 
always have reafon to fear, and tremble. If you abound 
in wealth, yet you are to burn in hell. If you are railed 
to ftations of honor, yet you are to fall, and be cloathed 
with endlefs fhame. If you rejoice, foon you will utter 
nothing, but lamentable cries. Every ftep, which Ha­
man took, for a long time, was apparently in his favor, 
and advanced him to the fummit of earthly greatnefs, 
grandeur, and blifs. Yet they terminated in his fudden, 
and lhameful death. The rich man in a moment fell 
into hell. The man, who faid, foul thou haft goods laid 
up for many years, eat, drink, and be merry, was fud- 
denly fummoned before the dread tribunal of Jehovah. 
In equal danger all the enemies of God live, though their 
prefent profperity is ever fo great. Every thing is a- 
gainft you. Can you in view of thefe folemn realities, 
be more unaffected, than the Devils, who continually 
tremble ?
9th. While the minifters of Chrift are. teaching the 
fyftem of divinity revealed in the facred oracles, they are 
only explaining and enforcing thofe events of providence, 
which muft, if ever, take place in this world.
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The work of redemption is the greateft work of prov­
idence, to which every thing eKe is fobordinatcd. While 
explaining the incarnation of Chrift, all he laid and did ; 
while exhibiting to view his holy life, his affecting death, 
his refurrection, and glorious afcenfion to heaven, we are 
only illuftrating events, which have taken place in this 
world. And while explaining the depravity of man, 
the nature of conviction, the doflrines of regeneration, 
juftification, fandtification, and adoption into the family 
of God, perieverance of faints, or any other fcntiment, 
we are only exhibiting to view thofe events of providence, 
which muft, it ever, take place on this theater of action. 
All the doctrines contained in a fjftem of divinity, are 
links in the great chain of providence. Hence explain­
ing the volume of revelation is unfolding to view the 
book of providence. Thefe volumes open to our view 
an unbounded field. However far the ftudent in divin­
ity advances in it, he has only entered it. However 
much light he reflefts, it is only a glimmering ray com­
pared with the light, which will be enjoyed in heaven. 
We only explain things, which have their beginning here, 
and by their influence on the ftate of every mortal here­
after, will never have an end. Here things have a be­
ginning. In eternity they arc completed. Yet things in 
> thei,r preparatory, and finifhed ftate, in many refpeds, 
widely differ.
Here Chrift was abafed* There he is exalted. Here 
he luffcred. There he rejoices. Here he ferved. There 
he reigns as king over all worlds. Here he died. There 
he lives forevermore. Here the light dawns. There it 
fhines with unclouded brightnefs. Here the faints’ lai- 
vatiou is begyn. There it is perfected. Here tinners 
rejoice. There they will weep, and mourn. Here the 
minifters of the gofpel, with their flocks, are preparing 
for a folemn Judgment, and endlefs rewards. There 
they muft render their final accounts, and receive their
/
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final rewards. Time and eternity are connected. And 
/ the eve nts of providence, like a rapid flream, are wafting 
mortals to their eternal ftates of abode. How impreffive, 
‘ how affedting the thought.
But the Paftor eleCt claims our particular attention.
Dear Brother, what are your feelings, in view of this 
fubjeCt, and on this interefting occafion ? Are you ready 
to exclaim, who is fufficient to undertake the arduous 
work of the miniftry of reconciliation. While you thus 
feel, remember Chrift is with you. And Chrift ftrcngth- 
ening you, you can do ail things. You can pray, you can 
preach, you can perform every minifterial duty to divine 
acceptance. Your work will be arduous. Do you with 
to have it otlierwife ? Would you with to be idle, or to 
have your powers decay, or your acquired abilities loft, 
for want of uie, and an opportunity for exertion ? Be 
encouraged. Put on the whole, chriftian armour. And 
with thofe fpiritual weapons fight. Be a good foldier 
under Jelus your leader.
Here on earth fpend your time in fowing the feeds of 
righteoufnefs. Then in heaven you will reap an eternal, 
and joyful harveft. Many fouls in this place may be 
your crown and joy. Be faithful, and every event of 
providence, whether adverfe, or profperous, will prepare 
you to join the longs of the redeemed in heavenly man- 
fions. Devote yourfelf wholly to your work. And may 
you not labor in vain, nor fpend your ftrength for nought. 
But by the kind providence of God be inftrumental in 
prefenting, at laft, many fons and daughters, before him 
arrayed in tpotlefs purity, with exceeding joy.
To the church and fociety in this place a few words 
may be addreffed.
God is vifiting you with events both profperous and 
afflidive. You have fuftained a great lots in the death 
of your late paftor. Do you lament, as David did, over 
Abner, faying a great man is fallen in Ifrael ? Is the 
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light you have enjoyed extinguilhed ? In confequence of 
this, has a dark cloud been hovering around this Zion ? 
Does a remembrance of thefe folemn things fill your hearts 
with forrow"? Behold God in his providence is difpelling 
the gloom and giving you occafion to rejoice. He has 
prepared another light to Ihine in this golden candleftick. 
He Hands ready by a folemn ordination, to become a 
fixed liar among you" How kind is God in fending 
you, fo foon, another teacher and uniting your hearts 
and voices lo harmonioufly in his fettlement.. Rejoice 
in his diflinguifhing goodnefs.
Yet what effeCts, the union, which may take place 
between you and him this day, may occafion, who can 
tell. His preaching and refidence here will be a favour 
of life, or of. death to the precious loflls to be com­
mitted to his charge. If you finccrely wifh his ad- 
miniftrations may prove bleffings to you ; pray he may 
be faithful, pray he may be fuccefsful, receive the truth; 
from his lips in love, be watchful, be diligent do- 
ers, as well as attentive hearers of the word.
Afford him all the affiftance in your power by main­
taining faithful difcipline in the church. Let this 
(Lengthen his hands, and encourage his heart by a holy 
life and converfation. And oh, may the union to be- 
formed this day between you and him be a link in the 
great chain, which fhall mutually promote your everlaft- 
ing peace.
Then, when your warfare here ends in vi&ory, your 
labor in reft, your race in winningan incorruptible crown, 
with what delightful wonder you will review the merci­
ful difpenfations of providence towards you, while on this 
earth ; and with raptures of joy praife the true God for 
his redeeming love.
Finally. This is the firfl time, and probably the lad, 
1 fhall ever addrefs this numerous audience. It is, with­
out doubt, the laft time we fhall meet till we are affcm- 
bled at the bar of God.
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I intreat you, then, to keep the fubjeft to which we 
have attended conftantly in view. It will remind you, 
that every event, however final!, has great influence.— 
All your thoughts, all your feelings, and paflions, both 
finful and holy, all your words, all your aftions, are the 
fruits of your hearts. They will be exhibited publickly 
before an aff'embled univerfe, and fhow what rewards 
will be fuited to your refpeftive charafters.
Hourly i’ndulge lerious refleftions. Now refleft, do 
you yet live ? Does your pulle beat, and your lungs 
heave ? Then God is here. All his works proclaim his 
univerfal agency and prefence. That God is here before 
whom the ihining holts of heaven bow with profound 
reverence, and haughty Devils tremble. God is here 
connecting all the parts we individually perform this day 
with events which are pad, and thofe which fliall follow. 
He is here ferioufly attending to the government of the 
world. And Angels, minifying fpirits to the heirs of 
falvation, are hovering around us, ferioufly obeying his 
orders. And lhall we trifle ?
God is here. Fie is working, and bringing all things to 
a final period. Time will loon have an end. Eternity 
is nigh. That great day is approaching, when we muft 
ftand before the foletnn tribunal of Jehovah. Yes, that 
great day is nigh, when Chrift will appear in a cloud ar­
rayed with glory. When the dead will arife. When 
this world will be diffolved, and have an end. When 
the wheels of providence will ceafe to roll. When all 
our works, public and private, good and evil, will be ex­
hibited. When final lentences will be pronounced.— 
When the righteous and the wicked will be eternally fe- 
parated. Whenendlefs ftates of blifs or woe will com­
mence. With fuch events the laft great day will be 
fignali fed.
In view of thefe things, my friends, can you trifle ?— 
Can you remain thoughtlefs, fecure, and unaffefted ? 
if you can, afk youdelves, are the Devils fo hard ? No, 
For they tremble. Is lifelels matter fo unmoved at the 
prefence of God ? No. For the hills and everlafting 
mountains tremble before him.
Then, while God is (peaking to you by all his works, 
by his holy word, by his minifters, liften, hear, and obey. 
Come and be united to Chrift in eternal - bonds of love. 
Come and feaft on the marriage fupper of the Lamb.— 
Come, for all things are ready. Chrift is ready to receive 
you for his bride. The Father is ready to receive you 
for fons and daughters. The holy fpirit is ready to fanc- 
tify and comfort you. Angels are ready to minifter un­
to you. Saints are ready to afibciate with you. Now 
you have this which may be the laft invitation, harden 
not your hearts nor flight the offer, left God fwear in his 
wrath, you (hall never tafte of his fupper.
AMEN.
